
         

 

 Summer Edition 
Newsle er issue 52 - December 2022 

MRL win major local Environmental Award 

Mooloolah River Landcare are very proud to have been awarded 
‘Environmental Leader of the Year’ at the Fisher Community Awards Ceremony. 
This year Andrew Wallace, the local Member for Fisher, launched The Fisher 
Environmental Awards to celebrate the work of local residents and groups 
working to protect our unique environment.  

Coordinator Karen Schmidt accepted the Award, on behalf of MRL, at an 
Awards night in October.  A great achievement for our community, members 
and supporters; and testament to the hard work delivered by the team and our 
dedicated volunteers. 

Karen congratulates Leesa on tak-
ing on the MRL Coordinator role 
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Plant of the season— Myrsine variabilis 

(Mu onwood) purple fruit 
 

Nursery opening:  Mon. Tues. Wed.—8.00am to 4.00pm  Sat.—9.00am to 1.00pm 
Volunteer days: Monday & Tuesday MRL phone: (07) 5494 5074  

Nursery email: nursery@mrwl.org.au General email: coordinator@mrwl.org.au 

Glasshouse Country & Maleny News provided a 2 page spread on the Award in the November edi on 

Scan the Linktree to access MRL media 
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Coordinator’s corner  
The MRL team has undergone some changes: 
mee ng the demands of extended nursery 
hours, peak bug harvest me and new project 
work. A big welcome to new coordinator Leesa 

Beutel who has a Business & Environmental Management degree, is a 
self confessed bird and bug nerd, and is happiest with camera in hand. 
Leesa is already familiar with MRL and is well placed to support the 
team and the organisa on. 

We are very sad to say goodbye to Karen Schmidt, MRL coordinator of 
3 years, as she pursues other opportuni es with her family.  Karen dis-
played dedica on and leadership as she worked closely with the ex-
tended MRL community, the commi ee, volunteers and staff to help 
make MRL the vibrant organisa on that it is. We will miss having Karen 
around and wish her and her family well.  

 

Fast Facts: 

New role changes at MRL 

¨ Coordinator—Leesa Beutel 

¨ Nursery Manager—Marc Russell 

¨ Project Officer—Jessica Raintree 

¨ Catchment Officer—Francesca 
Greggery 

¨ Biocontrol Assistant—Tiki Philp 

¨ Nursery Assistants (Saturday)—Ally 
Hayes-Ha en & Ann Clark 

¨ Administra on and Accounts—
Karen Meers 

 

Fast Facts: 

¨ The nursery heat mats are proudly 
supported by the Sunshine Coast 
Council’s grants program 

¨ The grant funded the purchase of: 

· hea ng mats 

· associated equipment  

· repair/upgrade of an adjacent 
outdoor power point by a li-
censed electrician 

¨ the foil hea ng mat is laid on foam 
insula on, with poly shee ng pro-
tec ng the hea ng foil elements 

¨ hea ng mats use negligible elec-
tricity and will result in more na ve 
plants available for our community 

¨ a big thank you to Coolum Commu-
nity Na ve Nursery who inspired us 
and provided us with advice 

Nursery musings  
MRL, sadly, says farewell to Gemma who has 
taken on a role with Qld. Parks and Wildlife Ser-
vice. Sincere thanks for the very posi ve impact 
you have made to opera ons Gemma. 

It’s ge ng hot in here! MRL’s nursery staff are 
excited as hea ng mats have been installed in the propaga on tunnel. It 
might be hard to imagine, as you read this on a steamy summer’s day, 
but plant produc on really slows down in winter. The nursery will now 
produce a higher volume of plants over winter, by applying warmth di-
rectly to the propaga on mix, providing be er quan es and variety of 
seedlings in early spring, when many of our members are keen to plant.  

Ally and Gemma prepare foam insula on (le ) and the installa on completed (right) 
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Small trees for the garden 
Fast Facts: 

The MRL nursery has more than 160 
species for sale, with more than 7,000 
tubes growing or available. 

CURRENT NURSERY STOCKLIST 

Plunke  Mallee 

¨ To 5m, adaptable, part to full sun 

¨ Mul -stem, responds to pruning 

¨ Creamy white blossoms, late spring 
and a racts bees  

Na ve Hydrangea  

¨ 3 to 8m , part-sun to part-shade 
with moist soil preferred 

¨ Small perfumed flowers in early 
summer followed by purple berries 

¨ A rac ve to birds 

¨ Can be pruned and kept as a shrub 
or grown as an indoor plant 

Hairpin Banksia  

¨ To 3m, hardy, full sun, well-drained 
posi on 

¨ Mul -stemmed with rich golden 
orange flowers that are highly per-
fumed in autumn to winter 

¨ Sunny posi on provides best flow-
ering 

Davidson’s plum  

¨ To 10m (o en smaller in gardens) 
part-sun to part-shade, moist, rich 
soil preferred 

¨ Narrow form—great for gardens 

¨ Fruit is tangy and best used in jams 
and drinks 

Eucalyptus cur sii, Plun-
ke  Mallee  - Ideal orna-
mental small gum for 
coastal areas or inland, 
with small size and 
shape. Listed as Threat-
ened. Sca ered distribu-

on across SE Qld. 

Photo: Gemma Co erell  

 

Abrophyllum ornans, 
Na ve hydrangea  - Fast-
growing, open and typi-
cally found in shaded, 
moist gullies. Separate 
male and female plants. 
Edge/pioneer in rainfor-
est restora on. 

Photo: Alan Fairley, Australian 
Plants Society NSW  

 

Banksia spinulosa, Hair-
pin Banksia  - Upright 
shrub/small tree with 
serrated leaves. Many 
popular nursery cul vars 
have been bred from 
this species including 
‘Birthday Candles’ . 

Photo: Ally Hayes-Ha en  

 

Davidsonia pruriens, 
Davidson’s plum  - Long 
foliage with hairs that 
can be irrita ng. Popular 
bush food plant. Its slen-
der growth habit is ideal 
for urban and suburban 
se ngs.  

Photo: Gemma Co erell  
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In other news 
 
MRL welcomes Francesca and Jess 
as our new Catchment Officers un-
dertaking the Drinking Water Sup-
ply Protec on Program in partner-
ship with Seqwater. If you would 
like to know more about this pro-
ject and how to get involved, con-
tact Francesca on 0432 529 556 or 
email: 

catchmentofficer@mrwl.org.au 

Eligible landholders must reside within Ewen Maddock Catchment and 
have a willingness to ac vely par cipate in projects to enhance their 
property and provide a community wide benefit of safe water quality. 

Bugs to the Rescue…And Rescuing Bugs (supported by the Queensland 
Government, Office of Chief Scien st, Engaging Science grant): A fantas-

c year of ci zen science ac vi es thanks to this grant. The last com-
munity event funded was a 3 day invertebrate habitat study of the 

Mooloolah River Na onal Park.    

Since the launch of Bug Club in 
April, exci ng finds include the 
Wallum Sedge-clicker and 
Naskreckis Bush Katydid—both are 
great records! Bug Club is especial-

ly designed for amateur or budding entomologists; ge ng outside and 
marvelling at the fascina ng world of invertebrates with fellow insect 
enthusiasts!  The club ci zen scien sts collect field-based data on insect 
popula ons, conduct pollinator surveys, etc. The aim is to inspire a new 
genera on of natural scien sts and insect ambassadors to help care for 
the land. MRL is currently looking for corporate sponsorship, dona ons 
or partnerships to help us con nue this program in 2023. Contact Jessi-
ca if you think you can help.       

MRL’s Macroinvertebrate Monitoring Program has another round of 
Unity Water- CommUnity funding!  This means the con nua on of 
community healthy waterways engagement ac vi es. Conduc ng ma-
croinvertebrate studies (iden fying which waterbugs are in the water) 
is a way to monitor river health.  Stay tuned for the announcement of a 
series of community macroinvertebrate events in the New Year.   

Fast Facts: 

The Ewen Maddock Water Supply Pro-
tec on Program aims to: 

¨ Empower & assist landholders to 
make posi ve change on property 

¨ Financially support landholders to 
undertake projects such as 

· revegeta on works 

· weed management of trans-
former weeds (Madeira, Cat’s 
Claw and Chinese Cel s) 

· erosion repairs and controls 

· fencing for livestock 

Bugs to the Rescue 2022: 

¨ Launch of the Sunshine Coast Big 
Bu erfly Count 

¨ Bug Club field science program  
which has observed 193 ‘Bugs’ 
from 130 species (including 30 
different species of spider)  

¨ Hosted another successful Bug 
Day Out 

¨ Special events included: ‘Ci zen 
Science Saturday’ surveying inver-
tebrates at Ferny Forest for the 
Great Southern Bioblitz and “Get 
to know your local bu erflies and 
bees” morning celebra ng Pollina-
tor week   

Community healthy waterways en-
gagement ac vi es will con nue un l 
the end of July 2023. Remember that 
the health of our river also reflects the 
health of our forest riparian zones. 
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Photo Gallery  
     Beerwah’s Hinterwonderland  12 November 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     MRL Volunteer Christmas Party 14 December 2022 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you to each of our volunteers.                                  The MRL nursery team: Francesca, Ally, Suzanne & Gemma. 

Wishing you a very 

Happy New Year  
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Mu onwood Fast Facts: 
¨ Known for its variable leaf shape as 

well as variable habitat 

¨ Food plant for white-banded line-
blue bu erfly 

¨ Profuse blue-purple fruit a rac ve 
to fruit doves, lorikeets, fig birds  

¨ Important dry rainforest regenera-
on species 

The MRL stalls showcased : 

¨ everything plants, and promoted 
memberships and volunteer oppor-
tuni es 

¨ our community river educa on pro-
jects and how we can use “bugs” to 
give us a snapshot of the health of 
the Mooloolah River 

MRL’s par cipa on was funded 
through our Unitywater program 

Plant of the season: 
Myrsine variabilis — Mu onwood  
Myrsine…from Greek name used by Diosco-
rides for the common myrtle  
variabilis…for the variable leaf shape  
Previously Rapanea variabilis. Small tree (6-
12 m) which can grow to create a dense 
screen. May sucker from roots if damaged. 
Found in dry rainforest & li oral rainforest. 
                    Image: Gemma Co erell  

Hinterwonderworld Display 
Hinterwonderland at Beerwah on the 
12th of November was a fantas c com-
munity event. MRL manned  

· a Nursery Stall where our expert 
nursery staff were kept very busy field-
ing enquiries and 

· an interac ve Macroinvertebrate 
Stall which was very popular with the 
kids 

The floral display of local na ves 


