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President: Laura Adler joined the MRL management team back in 2023, originally
as Secretary.   Laura will continue in her role as the President for this year.  A local
teacher by day, Laura lends MRL her expertise in leadership and facilitation and her
passion for community building.  Laura is also an avid cane toad buster, as evident
in her role in the lastest Great Cane Toad Bust of 2026! 

Secretary: Terri Clarke is continuing into her second year as Secretary.  Terri
originally joined after finding out about the role from a friend.  She is “looking
forward to serving on the committee for another year alongside a group of very
passionate people who want to make a real difference in the environment. I look
forward to being a part of some great projects and an exciting year ahead.”

Treasurer: Rod Kerr started volunteering with MRL in January 2021 in the nursery,
before stepping into the role of Secretary for two years then moving into the
Treasurer role. Rod describes his initial observations of MRL as a “cheery, positive
place... doing good things”  He would love to see some more interesting events
being managed by volunteers, maybe on a one off basis, e.g. activities in the Seed
Pod, which bring in some more funds for MRL and provide an environmental
service back to our community.

Member at Large: Kadi Warner transitioned to the Sunshine Coast in 2017 and is
now a local of Mooloolah Valley. A strong believer in “think global, act local”; she
joined the Management Committee in 2019. She is very involved in seeking funding
and identifying opportunities for MRL to make a meaningful difference in the
restoration and protection of the Mooloolah River and its environment. She is very
excited about the upcoming year, especially in MRL’s community outreach activities
in our Seed Pod and the Walk on the Wildside learning space!

Member at Large: Andrea Davies moved house two years ago & began to
immerse herself in MRL via workshops, talks and tree plantings..  Andrea has gained
a new appreciation of local native plants and the biodiversity they support through
her involvement.  Her role on the committee supports the executive and staff, whilst
also helping to promote the organisation.

Member at Large: Judith Leathley has volunteered with MRL for many years,
working in various roles within the organisation. Still a regular volunteer in the
nursery, Judith is always willing to lend a hand.  She is a strong advocate for the
importance of urban gardens, and has impressive gardening skills herself.

Management Committee 
2025-2026

Welcome to the first of our Newsletters for 2026! 
A lot has been happening here at MRL, and we’re excited to bring you the latest updates.  Our
AGM was held on 17 Sept 2025, where we welcomed in our new management committee.
We'd like to introduce you to the MRL Management Committee for 2025-2026 financial year. 

http://fireants.org.au/
http://fireants.org.au/


Our end of year celebration is an opportunity to thank our
wonderful team of volunteers, staff, local organisations

and individuals from the amazing MRL community for their
efforts, enthusiasm, and leadership throughout the year.

Our special guest for 2025 was Mayor Natoli, who
managed to take time out of her busy festive schedule to

drop by and share our celebrations!  

This event is a time to reflect on what we’ve accomplished
and on all the successes we have shared as a team. 

Glenn Leiper comes to MRL!

End of year celebrations
Mayor Roseanna Natoli joined the festivites! 

Both these events were proudly supported by the Sunshine Coast Council Grants Program.

Mangroves to Mountains

We are incredibly grateful for our amazing community, and there was no better way to
celebrate than by coming together at our end-of-year gathering. We shared delicious food,

enjoyed chilled beverages, swapped wonderful stories, and filled the room with laughter. It was
a joyful celebration and a perfect way to close out the year—surrounded by friendship,

gratitude, and festive cheer!

For anyone who loves a good local native plant guide, Mangrove to
Mountains is the bible.  It's a book we use daily, so we were thrilled when

author Glenn Leiper accepted an invitation from Nursery Manager
Suzanne to come and provide a presentation to the newest

ECOllaboration and Tafe students.
Glenn captivated the audience as he shared some of his never-ending

knowledge about plants of our local area.  What a privilege to listen and
learn from one of the greats!  A huge thank you to Glenn for giving up

his time for us.
 Suzanne has received some very positive feedback from the students

and their training organisations. Educating and inspiring the next
generation is so important!

Bottom left: Suzanne, Glenn & Ethan and trainees, Above: Christmas partygoers 2025



Trees 4 Resilience

Walk On The Wildside (WOTW)Completed 2025

50,692!
That is the number of native trees we produced, distributed 
and planted with our community through our Trees4 Resilience
 program over the last 3 years!!  

10,138.4 MtCO2-e Is the number of of metric tons of CO2 those trees 
have the potential to capture over the next 20 years!  

Thank you so much to everyone who has taken climate action with us by planting a native tree or
joining in on one of our community treeplanting events or climate action events of the last couple of
years including: Carbon Sequestration with Fungi; Climate Adaptation talk; National tree day film
night; Flood Resilience; Composting for a Better Climate; GAATHA First Nations Market Climate Action
by Eating Local Bush Tucker; Community tree planting events in Diamond Valley and Glenview; Koala
Fodder tree plant; RCPCA Koala Planting, ECOllaboration koala planting; the Bunya Dreaming; World
Environment Day celebrations; MRL Open Day and MRL’s Big Day Out.  We also loved the schools
getting involved at: Glenview Kids Bizz, River School Spring Fair tree planting & Chancellor school tree
planting days.

MRL's Trees4Resilience community tree-
planting events over the last 3 years were
supported by the Queensland
Government's Sustainability Action Grants
program-supporting Community Climate
Action.

It’s a wrap!  3 years of support from the State of Queensland
Department of Environment and Science’s Community Sustainability
Action Grants Program Round 7- has totally transformed the area
out the back of MRL into an exciting ‘outdoor classroom’ and
demonstration of regeneration in action!   We have had such a
wonderful time transforming this degraded area into a biodiversity
hotspot and community learning space.  

Have you been for a ‘Walk on the Wildside’?
Next time you pop into MRL- make sure you do! 

As this grant has finished, our Wild Regen
Team (a bush care type group of
volunteers) will be in charge of keeping
this area flourishing. 

Next Wildside Regen Team bush care 
meet up: Sat the 11th of April (9:30-11am)

All ages and abilities welcome!



Walk on the Wildside
Returning to Nature: transforming a mining site into a

biodiversity rich community space.

Proud recipient of a
Buderim Foundation Grant

www.buderimfoundation.org.au

Returning to
Nature Project

Caring for our
volunteers

Thanks to the Buderim Foundation for supporting us, and
our community.  MRL were fortunate enough to be the
recipient of a Buderim Foundation Grant in 2025, which has
allowed us to purchase and install a defibrillator.

Despite the many laughs that are shared throughout our
volunteer days here at MRL, looking after our volunteers is
something we take very seriously.

A Wettenhall Environment Grant supported our project
Returning to Nature: transforming a mining site into
a biodiversity rich community space involved a series
of citizen science biodiversity data collection surveys on
the plants, animals and fungi of Walk on the Wildside.
The results of these surveys have been compiled into a
colourful field guide style report which will be available
for our visitors to borrow and look at while visiting the
site. Our community was invited to the conclusion of the
project and launch of the field guide at an event on
Friday the 27th of February.   A big thank you to all the
citizen scientists who helped collect the data.



Biocontrol: A record
breaking season!!

Welcome to our new 
Biocontrol Assistant

Cats Claw Creeper Project for the
Mooloolah River

This summer we broke our record! Our biocontrol team has harvested a staggering 54,600 Jewel
Beetles and 1,050 Madiera Beetles…AND the season isn’t over yet! Thank you to our volunteers, staff
and facility supporters! What an amazing start to the year!
Our bioagent beetles are dispersed all over SE Queensland to help slow down the spread of the
major environmental weeds: Cats Claw Creeper and Madeira vine. 

MRL has been invited to be part of a new project to control Cats
Claw outbreaks along the Mooloolah River! It is difficult to access
financial support to assist in controlling weeds on the Mooloolah
River (as it is not a drinking water source), so it is exciting that the
Council of Mayors Resilient Rivers program is putting some
much needed funding into improving the health of our local rivers.
The target for the Mooloolah River is Cats Claw Creeper. If you
have a property that has Mooloolah River frontage, get in touch -
you could be part of our Cats Claw project - email
projects@mrwl.org.au

We would also like to officially welcome Jenny Ritson to our
Biocontrol Team. Jenny started volunteering at the facility in
2025 and was recently invited to step into a paid casual
position to assist our Biocontrol Officer, Jessica Raintree. Jenny
is in her final year of a degree in Animal Ecology at the
University of the Sunshine Coast- so a few hours a week in the
biocontrol facility pairs very nicely with her studies.

 
With some new funding contributions to our Biocontrol facility from SEQwater
and the Pine Rivers Catchment Association (sharing some funding they
received from the Resilient Rivers Council of the Majors Grants), we are
looking forward to some much needed facility updates, maintenance and
secure staffing hours. 

Funding Support gives our Facility a boost!



Our very own Ethan Mimnaugh has recently stepped into the
position of MRL's Catchment Officer, working in partnership with
Seqwater to deliver the Ewen Maddock Dam & Addlington
Creekcare Source Protection Program for MRL.

A bit about Ethan:
Ethan's background is in sustainable & functional landscaping
and land management.  He has been employed by MRL as a
nursery assistant since 2023, and is a valued member of our
team. His local plant knowledge is exceptional, and all our vollies
love him!

Creekcare Update:
Addlington Creekcare members were invited to an end of year
gathering at the Landsborough Pub in December.  This event
brought together a mix of landholders, contractors, project
organisers and funders for a meet and greet and to talk all
things creekcare. We all have a role to play and working
together we can make a real difference in our catchment. 

A special mention to the Landsborough Pub, for providing a
great local venue, plentiful snacks and icy cold drinks.  

Planned events:
Ethan has some great workshops and events planned for 2026,
including a 'Planting for Erosion" workshop (April), a follow up
Frog Hunt (September) and seasonal Creekcare catch ups. 
Be sure to keep an eye out for the upcoming toad photo
competition for Addlington Creekcarers for a chance to win a
cane toad toadpole trap!

Ethan MimnaughCatchment Officer Update

Contact details: If you would like more information
about the Addlington Creekcare program and your

eligibility, please reach out to Ethan. He works
Thursdays 7:30am - 3:30pm, and is available via:

catchmentofficer@mrwl.org.au
07 5494 5074 or 0477 413 986

Alternatively you can check out our website >
https://mrl.org.au/projects-addlington-creekcare/

Photos of the Addlington
Creekcare meet up in

December



Great Resources Available

Did you know that in addition to plants, MRL also
supplies books, cane toad traps and lures, worm
castings, fertiliser, mulch, native plant mix, hand
lenses, bee hotels, plant guards and jute mats?

The nursery stocks a wonderful range of books -
with a focus on native (and invasive) fauna and
flora species of the local area - including grasses,
orchids, reptiles, fungi and more!  We love
supporting local authors.

These make great gifts for friends and family, so
be sure to check them out on your next visit.

What a market!  For those who haven't gotten along to a GATHAA First Nations Market yet, do
yourself a favour and make sure you do.  It's a roaming market, so each month is at a different
location.  MRL recently hosted February's gathaaing.

In addition to stall holders, there is always a line up of workshops on the day. This recent market
hosted a Bunya cooking demonstration with Aunty Dale, a bushtucker nursery walk with Josie Cox
(The Bush Nursery) & MRL's Nursery Manager Suzanne, a didgeridoo workshop with Darren Smith,
a Birds, Bushfoods and Healthy Ecosystems walk with Rod Kerr and Bunya arts and crafts with
Amelia.  
Be sure to check out the GATHAA website for the latest happenings.  We love being able to host
these markets, and to connect our community.  

Thanks to the Sunshine Coast Council's grants program for supporting MRL.



Bush food plants for your garden

Looking for some bush food plants for your
garden? Come in for a look around. We have
lots of bush food plant species in stock now.

Just look for the knife and fork symbols in
store. 

Species available now include: 
Midyim berry, 
Lemon myrtle, 
Peanut tree, 
Native Raspberry, 
Scrambling lily, 
Plum pine and 
Bolwarra just to name a few.

I highly recommend you also ask Suzanne for
her Lemon Myrtle, Macadamia Nut
Shortbread recipe too- it's a winner!

Nursery opening hours:
Mon, Tues & Wed 8am to 4pm
Sat 9am to 1pm
email: nursery@mrwl.org.au

Frog Hotel Workshop
Each year the Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee
(MRCCC) runs a citizen science program titled "Find a Frog in February”.  To
tie in with this, MRL hosted a family friendly frog hotel making workshop
this month.

Kat’s Korner

Here’s our friendly
visitor Kat, who brings
you the plant focus for

this newsletter

$3.50 ea non member
 $3.00 ea member price

The aim of this workshop was to provide
participants with information about Qld
and Sunshine Coast frogs, and ways to
ensure their gardens support these
animals.  Making a frog hotel is an easy
way we can all contribute towards
conserving our local frog species.
If you missed out on a place, register your
interest with nursery@mrwl.org.au as we
will run another one in the future.

This workshop was proudly supported by the Sunshine Coast Council's grants program.

Midyim

Native Raspberry
flower



It’s no secret that Aussies love to feed their local birds. Unfortunately, this past-time is actually hurting
our native species.  Let's take a look at some facts, as provided by our resident wildlife carer
volunteer, Terri.

Most commercial feeds are nowhere near the foods our birds would be eating in the wild -
they're causing a range of diseases and health issues, including obesity, metabolic bone disease
and nutrient deficiencies. Unwell animals die a slow and painful death, and many need to be
euthanised.
Feeding native animals encourages dependency on humans for food. They lose their natural
fear of predators, not just humans, but all predators and they never learn to forage for
themselves. When you either stop feeding them, or you go away on holiday leaving them to
fend for themselves - they are not equipped to do this, never having learnt their natural foraging
behaviours.
Every year wildlife carers are tasked with re-wilding birds that have been found and raised by
well meaning members of the public.  Quite often, there isn't a happy outcome.  This is
frustrating and can be so easily avoided.  If you find an injured native animal, please call the
RSPCA on 1300-ANIMAL (1300 264 625), or take it to Australia Zoo Wildlife Hospital.

While it can be tempting to feed bread to your local ducks, mince to the local Magpie or
Kookaburra, or sunflower seeds to your local parrots and lorikeets - it is best to leave them be.   
Instead fill your garden with native plants and trees which will in turn provide the natural diet and
insects these species need to survive and thrive! You can still enjoy them without  interfering.  Rather,
watch their natural behaviours.  It can be comical the way juveniles learn the art of foraging.  There
is nothing funnier than watching a young magpie wrestle to get a giant earthworm out of the
ground.  Unfortunate for the earthworm, but entertaining none the less!

MRL has a Gardens for Wildlife program. If you're interested in making your backyard a haven for
native wildlife, check it out next time you're in the nursery.

WILD 
TALK

Feeding the birds: 
Yay or Nay?



After many months of searching for funding, MRL managed to
secure some much needed funds for keeping our Seed Pod
attendees cool in summer and warm in winter. 

The installation of this air conditioner was made possible through
a personal contribution from Division 5 Councillor Johnston and
support from the Sunshine Coast Council’s Discretionary Funding
Program. We gratefully acknowledge this assistance.

This gorgeous community hub will now be comfortable all
season round for those who use it.  Shout out to Ben from Get Set
Electrical for his skills in purchasing and installing this energy
efficient unit for  MRL.

We'll keep you cool
Seed Pod Airconditioning  is completed!

Hire this space!
The Seed Pod was designed with community in mind.
Aimed at being an education hub, this versatile
building can be hired by other organisations or
individuals.
Featuring:

seating for up to 40 people
a kitchenette
accessible restroom
smart TV and whiteboard

Tea and coffee can be provided for an additional
fee.  
Pricing starts at $50 (plus GST). If you're interested in
using this space for your next event, please reach out
to operations@mrwl.org.au for more information and
availability.

Celebrate National
Eucalypt Day with us! 

We're hosting an event in conjunction with Eucalypt Australia this
March to help promote the beautiful Australian icon - the Eucalypt!

Happening on 14 March 2026, join Marc Russell on a Eucalypt Field ID
workshop at the Ewen Maddock Dam.  More details on humanitix >

https://events.humanitix.com/eucalypt-field-id-with-marc-russell


