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DONATE 

Thanks to all our
sponsors

Nursery Biocontrol Seqwater

With EOFY fast approaching,
please consider making a tax
deductible donation to MRL.

https://mrl.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/mooloolahnativenursery
https://mrl.org.au/donate-to-mrl/
https://mrl.org.au/donate-to-mrl/


VOLUNTEERING - Is it the secret to happiness?
The benefits of volunteering are endless, but does it really make you happier?  If you ask our
volunteers, they'll say YES, ABSOLUTELY!
Whether it's used as a means of engaging in meaningful physical activity, reconnecting with
community, or gaining skills and experience for future employment, the benefits of
volunteering are endless.
National Volunteer week is celebrated annually. It's the chance to say thank you to all those
who contribute in various ways, giving their time willingly for mutual goals and causes.
Our nursery manager Suzanne, recently wrote an article for the Caloundra Chronicle,
focused on volunteering, in which she shared the reflections from our volunteers on why they
love what they do. These are worth sharing here as well:

BIG OPEN DAY
2026

Another fabulous day planned for Sat 6 June 9am to 1pm
Make sure you pop by MRL next Saturday for our annual Open Day, celebrating all things Landcare,
including the 4  annual Bug Day Out! This event is part of the Sunshine Coast World Environment Day
Festival and the theme for this year’s Open Day is planting natives for biodiversity. 
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Native plants are vital for biodiversity for a number of reasons, including:
promoting soil and ecosystem health
providing habitat and shelter for wildlife
providing specialised food sources that support essential pollinators and insects
assisting in building and strengthening wildlife corridors

The morning is aimed at educating the public about native plants and what they can do to assist
biodiversity and attract wildlife into their own neighbourhoods. The morning is jam packed full of
things to see and do including:  sampling edible insects for sustainability, ‘dress up as your favourite
bug’ competition, nature based craft activities (seed/clay creatures and leaf crowns), a treasure
hunt, soils and plant selection talk (9:30am), bug hunt (10:30am) and MORE!  There will be food and
drinks available to purchase, and native plants for sale.   It's going to be epic!

You can check out the full article here >
https://caloundrachronicle.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/05/CC_9_May-
June_2026_WEB.pdf

Thank you to all our MRL
volunteers! 





MRL’s project on promoting awareness and practical habitat
restoration for glossy black cockatoos has wrapped up. A big
shout out to all of our members and nursery customers who
have stepped up and planted glossy black habitat trees and a
huge thank you to Birdlife for supporting this great project.

The project delivered the following activities: 
MRL member participation in Great Glossy Bird Counts in
September 2024 & May 2026
Workshops and field walks held in November 2024, April
2025 and May 2026, with 57 people attending.
Five property visits and five habitat enhancement plans
were developed, exceeding the target of three plans
proposed for the project.
560 x Allocasuarina's planted in our catchment and
surrounding area.

Sunshine Coast Environment Council (SCEC) monthly event

Raising Awareness
Birdlife Glossy Black Cockatoo project wraps up

Green Drinks
MRL has proudly hosted the March and May SCEC Green Drinks in
our Seed Pod.

“Events like Green Drinks are a reminder of how important
community connection, open conversation and shared learning are
in driving environmental awareness and positive change.” (SCEC FB
post).

MRL will host this event again in July, so keep an eye out for details
on the SCEC website > https://www.scec.org.au/green_drinks 

Recent workshop on Sat 16 May incorporated several special guests,
including Phil Bender, and local landholders Bill and Sharyn.

Image courtesy of Glossy Black
Conservancy website

Our Seed Pod is available to hire for functions such as this, so if you're interested give us a call, or email
operations@mrwl.org.au for more information and to check availability.



Local Landholder EOI
We're on the lookout for local landholders interested in
getting involved with native tree planting events for
2026/2027. 

Do you own a property in the Mooloolah River Catchment
(or surrounding) area? Are you working towards improving
habitat or revegetating your property? Are you in a known
koala habitat zone?

If you answered yes to one or all of the above, we'd love to
hear from you! Please register your interest via the form you
can access with this QR code link, or speak to one our
friendly staff and complete a paper copy. Email
operations@mrwl.org.au for more info!

Wildside Legends

Our monthly volunteer regen team found themselves immersed in more great gardening and
regen jobs at their May Wildside Team meet up!  There was lots to do!, as recent warm weather
and rain had resulted in a burst of plant, and weed growth! A massive thank you to our keen
volunteers for their hard work in keeping our Walk on the Wildside space under control.
 If you're keen to get involved in future meet ups, then please reach out.  The morning goes from
9:30am to 11.00am, followed by morning tea in our yarning circle!  You can send us an email>
operations@mrwl.org.au or come along to the next one!

SECOND SATURDAY
OF THE MONTH

9:30AM - 11.00AM

FUTURE DATES:
JUNE 13TH
JULY 11TH

PEOPLE POWER!



WANTED

Biocontrol
Biocontrol Facility Update:  
After the best beetle season on record this Summer, the biocontrol
team is busy setting up the facility for (hopefully) another record
breaking season. 

Thanks to funds from Seqwater, Healthy Land and Water and the
Pine Rivers Catchment Association (Resilient Rivers), we are now
able to fix up some things in our ageing facility, tweak our irrigation,
add new beetle cages and conduct more experiments to work on
maximising production.

Cats Claw Creeper 
Project for the

Mooloolah River
MRL has been invited to be part of a new
project to control Cats Claw outbreaks along
the Mooloolah River! It is difficult to access
financial support to assist in controlling weeds
on the Mooloolah River (as it is not a drinking
water source), so it is exciting that the Council
of Mayors Resilient Rivers program is
putting some much needed funding into
improving the health of our local rivers. The
target for the Mooloolah River is Cats Claw
Creeper. If you have a property that has
Mooloolah River frontage, get in touch - you
could be part of our Cats Claw project -
email projects@mrwl.org.au

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS VINE?

THE
CATS CLAW 

CREEPER

We are tracking it’s spread along the Mooloolah River

If you have seen this vine in Mooloolah,
please email Jessica: projects@mrwl.org.au

Underground Tubers

Light papery seeds 
spread in the wind 

and water

Yellow Trumpet
Flowers

(Sept-Nov)

‘Cat’s Claw’ like
growths help this 
vine climb up trees

Long 
Seed Pods
(May-Aug)

REWARD OFFERED:



Fixing Creek Crossings in Dularcha
National Park

SEQwater and MRL have joined together with
Queensland Parks and Wildlife to improve some
of the tracks in Dularcha National Park. The
works will improve our drinking water, as well
as improve the park's accessibility for hikers and
bike riders alike.

National Parks had a plan, last year, to restore
parts of the track which were damaged in
intense rainfalls. We saw this as an opportunity
to restore the stability of some other areas in the
park at the same time. We were able to identify
5 creek crossings which needed remedial work.
Some of these creek crossings had damaged
pipes, while others had erosion beginning to
occur.

So far, we have installed piping, improved the
slope of the tracks, and added rocks in strategic
places to manage sediment and flooding. We
are very proud of the work that has been done
so far, and there is more to go. This work can be
challenging with wet weather conditions, but
we are ensuring that everything we do will
improve the water quality downstream.

Ewen Maddock Dam Source
Protection Program Update

Residents with property along Addlington Creek and tributaries within 25 km upstream of
Seqwater’s water supply intake at Ewen Maddock Dam are invited to participate in the Addlington

Creek Care Program.  Eligible residents can choose the level of involvement and benefits they receive.
If you would like more information about the Addlington Creekcare program and your eligibility,

please reach out to Ethan. He works Thursdays 7:30am - 3:30pm, and is available via:
catchmentofficer@mrwl.org.au ph: 07 5494 5074 or 0477 413 986

Alternatively you can check out our website > https://mrl.org.au/projects-addlington-creekcare/

Above image: Improved track with strategically placed
rocks to capture sediment and slow run off.

Right image: An example of what we are fixing, a steep and eroded
track, leading down to washed out creek crossing



Podocarpus elatus
Daalgaal, Goongum or Plum Pine

 All round winner - either for your
garden or in a pot!

endemic to the east coast of Australia
purple black berries up to 2.5cm diameter, ripen
March to July
the fleshy seed cone is edible, and has a grape
like texture, with a mild pine flavour
timber is prized for furniture
attractive, ornamental tree
fast growing, 12-15m in height
separate male & female plants - so buy 3 to
increase your odds of getting one of each!
also known as the Illawarra Plum or the Qld
Christmas Tree (yes! they make a great potted
plant to use as a Christmas tree!)

Nursery opening hours:
Mon, Tues & Wed 8am to 4pm
Sat 9am to 1pm
email: nursery@mrwl.org.au

Learning and Growing
Since our last edition, we've had some great workshops happening at
MRL.  We are very fortunate to have had knowledgeable experts share
their skills with us recently including:

Euc. ID workshop with Marc Russell on Sat 14  March at the Ewen
Maddock Dam

th

Gardens for Wildlife Meet and Greet Sat 18  Aprilth

Grafting Workshop with Native Plants Queensland (NPQ) plant experts
Jan Glazebrook and Dennis Cox on Sat 9  Mayth

Birds of Mooloolah and Surrounds on Sat 16  May with Phil Benderth

Follow us on Humanitix to stay up to date on upcoming events and
workshops!  
https://events.humanitix.com/mooloolah-river-landcare-open-day-soils-of-the-sunshine-
coast-with-ethan-mimnaugh

Kat’s Korner

Here’s our friendly
visitor Kat, who brings
you the plant focus for

this newsletter

$3.50 ea non member
 $3.00 ea member price

These workshops were proudly supported by the Sunshine Coast Council's grants program.

Podocarpus elatus
seedlings

Something for everyone!



In the last 2 years Tawny Frogmouths on the Sunshine Coast seem to be struggling with a form of
avian pox virus. These gorgeous little guys are having a really tough time with this virus and the
cause is still unknown. Last year the virus was prevalent on the north side of the Sunshine Coast but
it appears to be moving further south in 2026.

The virus effects their eyes, beaks and throats, often appearing as crusty lesions, redness or swelling
around these areas. It can cause extreme swelling on the eye lids and in the throat, making it
difficult for the birds to see and swallow, which in turn makes it difficult to hunt and eat.
By the time a bird is spotted on the ground, its eyes are often already partially or completely closed,
it is unable to hunt, and it is in an advanced emaciated state. 

Tawnies are shy birds and their defense mechanism against predators is to camouflage themselves.
They are masters of camouflage and it is quite incredible watching them convert themselves into
‘stealth mode’. They flatten and stretch their bodies, making themselves look just like tree branches.
Tawnies are nocturnal and are most active at dawn and dusk. They can often be seen sitting on
overhead wires or road signs, waiting for rodents to run across roads where they can easily be
caught, or searching for moths and insects under street lights. Unfortunately, this is why so many get
hit by cars, they go into camouflage mode rather than fleeing like other birds.

 If you spot a Tawny Frogmouth in an unusual place, on the ground in an exposed spot for example,
please gently capture it and get it straight to a wildlife hospital for urgent treatment. The earlier they
get treated, the higher their chance of survival. The best way to capture a bird is to throw a towel
over the top of it and scoop it up into a box or carrier. Be sure to line the bottom of the container
with a towel so the little one doesn’t go sliding around while in transit. Keep noise to a minimum and
make sure any music in the car is switched off as this can be particularly scary for them.

Keep an eye out for these amazing little guys and if you listen carefully you can also hear them.
Merlin Bird ID by Cornell Lab or BirdNET are two great apps to assist you to identify bird calls.  
Once you have your ear tuned in, you will hear them everywhere.

Tawny 
Troubles

WILD 
TALK

Mostly recovered from poxMild case of pox Relatively severe case

Image: Stealth mode

by Terri Clarke (Wildlife carer)



No matter how small your garden, there is always a way to enhance
biodiversity at your place!  Members of our Garden for Wildlife (GfW)
program recently joined a meet and greet session where they shared
their love of native plants and stories of their gardens.
MRL's GfW program is open to all current MRL members for a one
off fee of $33:00. For this you get five free plants, a beautiful
membership plaque to display as well as an excellent ‘getting started’
guide book emailed to you. It is full of plant lists, tips and info on
creating a wonderful native garden.
To remain a current GfW member all you have to do every year is
renew your MRL general membership. It is hoped that the program
will gain momentum by offering tours to members gardens,
workshops and talks. It’s the perfect program for those who love our
local native plants. The next event on Saturday June 20th is a visit to a
GfW member’s garden.
If this program interests you, we encourage you to come along to our
Open Day on Sat 6  June and have a chat with Andrea at our
Garden for Wildlife display.
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Garden for Wildlife 
Grow natives!

The 

Images: courtesy of GfW member Andrea and her urban backyard

Penny's Green Initiative
Spotlight on Volunteer Excellence

We are thrilled to shine a spotlight on one of our dedicated
weekly volunteers, Penny, who recently shared her enthusiasm
and love of native plants with her local retirement village in the
form of a stall at their local markets. Penny shared the myriad
benefits of planting native species with her community.  Thank
you, Penny! Keep up the amazing work! %



Make a
donation that
counts!
As the end of the financial year
swiftly approaches, have you
considered the rewarding opportunity
of making a tax-deductible
donation?

Join us in our mission by contributing
through our website or visiting us in
person at the nursery. Simply request
a receipt upon payment to ensure
your donation is tax-deductible.

Every donation fuels vital
environmental initiatives to help
educate and empower our community.
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